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The Shield 
Knights of Columbus Martin Council 6241 

January 2024 
 

D 

I Am the New Year 

I am the New Year. I am an unspoiled page in your book of time. 
I am your next chance at the art of living. 

I am your opportunity to practice what you have learned about life during the last twelve 
months. 

All that you sought and didn't find is hidden in me, waiting for you to search it but with more 
determination. 

All the good that you tried for and didn't achieve is mine to grant when you have fewer 
conflicting desires. 

All that you dreamed but didn't dare to do, all that you hoped but did not will, all the faith 
that you claimed but did not have-these slumber lightly, waiting to be awakened by the 

touch of a strong purpose. 
I am your opportunity to renew your allegiance to Him who said, "Behold, I make all things 

new." 
- Author Unknown (jesuitresource.org) 
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Grand Knights Message  

January 2024 

 
Brother Knights family and friends, 

 
Worthy Brothers,  

Happy New Year!  I hope you and your families had a wonderful Christmas break. 
On the first day of January, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God.  It seems so 
fitting to thank our spiritual Mother in conjunction with the Christmas season and celebration of the 
Nativity, for it was by her saying yes to God that we receive the gift of our Lord Jesus.  We observe 
that Holy Mary, who speaks only a handful of times throughout the Gospel, ponders upon the 
mysteries she witnessed and treasures them in her heart.  Let us ask our Holy Mother to open her 
heart to us and share with us those treasures stored within, so that we may be better prepared to 
encounter Jesus in our lives. 
 
Time flies, doesn’t it?  (Tempus fugit) I feel like I have just gotten used to 2023, when it is time to put 
up the new 2024 calendar. 
 
The beginning of January marks the start of the new calendar year and the half-way point of the 
Knights of Columbus fraternal year.  We have had a good first half of the Columbian year.  Among 
some of the events that happened: 
 

• The first Christmas Dinner and Dance at Holy Redeemer. 
• Tootsie Roll drive at St Andrews 
• Bob Ward Annual Feed the hungry program distributing 600 dinners! 
• 2 Breakfasts with Santa. 1 at HRCC and 1 at St Joes. 
• Hosted the Spelling Bee. 
• Fall membership drives and many new members. 
• Participated in the Stuart Annual Christmas Parade 
• 2 exemplifications of new members 

 
I want to thank all the Knights and Ladies who have helped to shape and to run these excellent 
service programs — they help our church, our community, families, and youth. 
We have a lot more things to accomplish in this second half of the fraternal year.  Highlights of our 
plans include: 
 

• Spring membership drives 
• Installation of Officers and year-end BBQ   
• Ongoing work on Charities  
• Basketball Free throw event 
• Hockey Shoot out 
• St Patrick Dinner Dance 
• Tootsie Roll Drive at St Joes and Holy Redeemer 
• And more!!!  But I ran out of space. 

 
I hope you will join with me in making the second half of this Columbian year as successful as the 
first half. May God bless you and your families with all graces needed throughout this new year! 
 
Vivat Jesus, 

Vinny Burdo 

Grand Knight, Council 6241 
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Columbian Club of Martin County 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

Treasures Report Columbian Club  

    
Beginning 
Balance: Dec 1 2023 $10,101.82  

    

3 CD's Maturing income $781,534.24  

    

Lawyer fees Expenditure $9,000.00  

    
Knights of 
Columbus Expenditure $150,000.00  

    

Balance on hand Dec 31 2023 $632,636.06  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Michael McGivney Color Corps was called out to 
support the Hobe Sound Christmas Parade. 

FN Michael Skinner, PFN Joe Rainone, CCC 

Andrew Salisbury, PFN Eric Wolf, SK Jim Collins 
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January 2024 Council Meeting Message 
 
Happy New Year! I hope all of you had a joyous and merry Christmas.  
 
All of us start the new year afresh. We make resolutions. Let’s plan now to look back at the end of 2024  
and be able to say, “I kept those resolutions to improve myself, to improve my relationship with my  
family and friends, and my relationship with God!” An improved prayer life is the goal of many. I know  
I’ve made that resolution almost every year. Some years I do better than others.  
 
But here are few things I’ve found about making resolutions that helped me. 
 
First, I don’t want to make a resolution that is not possible to keep. I’ve got to be realistic. I can’t go to  
an extreme. For example, to improve my prayer life, I can’t go from praying for 15 minutes in the  
morning to reading a chapter of the Bible, attending daily Mass, reciting the rosary, and saying the  
Liturgy of the Hours each day. For me, that’s too much of a jump. I’m going to follow that for a day or  
two and then something will get me off track. Myself, I need to take baby steps. Maybe start with  
saying the rosary each day. I’ve got to make my resolution achievable. 
 
The same is true of all those other resolutions we make. 
 
I can’t go from being a couch potato to running six miles a day…but I could start by walking a mile each  
day as an achievable step in that direction. 
 
I can’t starve myself trying to lose weight…but I could cut out snacks between meals as a start. Again, an  
achievable step. 
 
I might want to read more, so I can start by reading a chapter a day in a book. 
 
You get the idea. The resolution has to be reasonable, achievable, and specific. 
 
Now here is one resolution that is reasonable, achievable, and specific: Resolve to meet with me to  
update the information on your family’s financial needs analysis. (Or maybe you need to complete a  
financial needs analysis.) Let’s see where you stand. Your financial health is critical to your family’s  
future security. As your field agent I’m charged to meet with each of my members each year. We can 
take a look at your goals and aspirations and make sure you’re on track to keep your family  
appropriately protected. 
 
I’ll contact you soon to see if an appointment should be our next step. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
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Holy Redeemer  
St. Andrew 

 

Christmas Parade Stuart  

Brother Tony Lutz and his wife Lisa. Driving the 
float through the parade route. Not shown is 

their son Brother Ricky a new Knight. 

The Holy Family 

Wiseman (Kevin), Mary 
(Emily) and Joseph 

(Joseph) 

Wisemen brother John & 
Dave, riding the float. Brother Kevin with his 

granddaughters 

The Cast: Wise men DGK Kevin Madder, Brothers 
Dave Merklin, & John Hart. Kevin’s granddaughters, 

Brooke (Angle) & Emily (Mory) Brother John’s 
grandson Joseph playing “Joseph” 

DW Jesse Nasianceno, GK Vinny Burdo, Seated 
DD Eric Wolf and Brother Ed the driver. 

Council 6241’s Nativity 
Float was a big hit with the 

Stuart Annual Christmas 
Parade. Chairman Brother 
Ed Ciancone and crew did 
an outstanding job putting 

this together. Float had 
over 1,000 lights 

(prerequisite to be in the 
parade) and brothers and 

family members in the rolls 
of Mary, Joseph, the Wise 
Men and shepherds. DGK 
Kevin Maden and brother 

John Hart had their 
grandchildren playing 

significant rolls.  Thank you, 
Brother Tony Lutz, for the 
use of his truck to pull the 
float through the parade 
route. GK and dignitaries 
had the honor of riding in 
Brother Ed’s Mercedees 

convertible. Great night for 
the Knights to shine and 

shine they did. 
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Breakfast With Santa 
Holy Redeemer 

Santa (DGK Kevin Madden) creating 
happiness for the 300 who attended 

the breakfast. 

If I were a little faster, I could have 
gotten his beard. Wait till next year!! 

Brother Pat Volpe with his Great-
Granddaughter Nova visiting Santa. 
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The Crowd estimated at 300 

Breakfast With Santa 
Holy Redeemer 

The serving crew – Brothers, Polis, 

Birke, Hessling, Fanjul, Volpe, Lutz, 

Valerio, Skupeen, kneeling Brother 

Ciancone & Santa, Brother Madden 

The kitchen crew – (left 
photo) Brothers Martin, 
Lutz, Burdo, Men’s Club 

John Harmon 

(right photo) Brothers 
Lutz, Men’s Club Mike 

Fugetta, Skupeen, 
Burdo, Men’s Club Lou 

D’Ambrosio, Paul, 
Men’s Club Humberto 

Martinez 

Hats off to DGK Kevin Madden and his crew for putting this together.  And a big thank you to the Men’s Club 
of Holy Redeemer for all their help.  The smiles on the faces of most of the children as they saw Santa Clause 
was priceless. The reactions of some who saw him and screamed was also priceless but the most priceless of 

all was the little guy who wanted to take Santa’s Beard. A wonderful experience was had by all who 
attended as well as all who worked the event. 
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175Meals 

Christmas Dance 

 

First time the Annual Christmas Party held at Holy Redeemer was a great success. We had 158 in attendance of 
which, five were priest and one Decon. Food was Italian and catered by Catering Revolution. BYOB format 

adorned the facility with a great variety of table settings with many distinct bottles of spirits set on the tables. 
Fr. Marty said grace, dinner was served and GK Vinny Burdo made five presentations. Two family of the 

months to Mark & Louse Cestaro and Ed and Joyce Ciancone, one Knight of the month to Tony Lutz, two special 
awards for outstanding service to Fr. Marty and Joe Hessling and the final award of $50,000 to Holy Redeemer. 

Music started and the dance began. 

Fr. Marty receiving the $50,000 check 
for Holy Redeemer 

GK & DGK presenting Joe Hessling with 
his special achievement award. 

Fr. Marty receiving his special 
achievement award from GK & DGK 

Mark & Louise Cestero being awarded 
Family of the Month for October 

Ed Ciancone receiving his award 
for Family of the Month for 

December 

Brother Tony Lutz receiving the 
Knight of the Month award for 

December 
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Toni Zigrand Volunteer 
Personal Chef Prepped Turkey Toni and 

Joe Hessling 

Toni, Jim Pritchard & Ed Ciancone 

Lunch break from Kitchen duty. Around the table 
clockwise Brothers Ed, Larry, Kevin, Joe, Don, 

Roger, Mark, and John 

Food Serving Line – Danny, Sue, 
Dave, Mark, Joe, Jim, Don & Paul 

Packing Station – Columbietts Joanne 
& Louise, John, Pasqual, and a Young 

Helper 

Christmas Dance 
158 strong enjoying themselves 
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Mary’s Dream 

I had a dream, Joseph.  

I don’t understand it, but I think, it was about a birthday celebration for our son. 

The people in my dream had been preparing for about six weeks. 

They had decorated the house and bought new clothes. 

They’d gone shopping many times and bought many elaborate gifts. 

It was peculiar, though, because the presents weren’t for our son. 

They wrapped them in beautiful paper and stacked them under a tree. 

Yes, a tree, Joseph, right inside their homes! They’d decorated the tree with 

sparkling ornaments. 

There was a figure like an angel on the top of the tree. 

Everyone was laughing and happy. They gave the gifts to each other, Joseph, not 

to our son. 

I don’t think they even knew him. They never mentioned his name. 

I had the strangest feeling that, if our Jesus had gone to this celebration he would 

have been intruding. 

How sad for someone not to be wanted at his own birthday party! I’m glad it was 

only a dream. How terrible Joseph if it had been real!!! 

Shared by a Franciscan Fryer  

KEEP CRIST IN CHRISTMAS 
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Fred Ruffino January 1

Andrew Salisbury January 2

Paul Vallier January 2

Louis Sarube January 6

John DiMauro January 10

William Honan January 10

Philip Becht Sr January 11

Dennis LeBright January 11

Robert Curtin Jr January 17

Joseph Wierzbicki January 17

John Watterson January 19

Anthony Norelli January 21

James Gambale January 24

Allan Urbanik January 25

Frank Cannizzaro January 26

Neal O'Donnell January 27

Robert Curtin January 29

Stephen Miskulin January 30

E Mosca January 30

Anthony Thomas January 31

HRCC K/C Bingo 2024  
first Trimester 

 
Thursday January 4 
January 14 (Sunday) 
January 21 (Sunday) 
January 28 (Sunday) 
February 4 (Sunday) 

February 18 (Sunday) 
February 25 (Sunday) 

March 3 (Sunday) 
March 10 (Sunday) 
March 17 (Sunday) 
Thursday March 21 

April 7 (Sunday) 
Thursday April 11 
April 21 (Sunday) 
April 28 (Sunday) 

 

To all our Brothers with 
Birthdays in January 

Holy Redeemer/Knights 
of Columbus 

Bingo Schedule 
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Culture of Life 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good of the Order 

DAILY PRAYER TO END ABORTION 
 

Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my life, and for the lives 
of all my brothers and sisters. I know there is nothing that destroys 

more life than abortion, yet I rejoice that you have conquered 
death, by the Resurrection of Your Son. I am ready to do my part in 
ending abortion. Today I commit myself never to be silent, never to 

be passive, and never to be forgetful of the unborn. I commit 
myself to be active in the Treasure Coast pro-life movement, and 
never to stop defending life until all my brothers and sisters are 

protected, and our nation once again becomes a nation with 
liberty and justice not just for some, but for all. 

 

Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
 

For the Soul of:  Pat Breen, Tom (Luke) Schweizer). 
 
For Healing: -Eric Wolf, Dottie Birke, Liam Brown, 

Bud Duggan, Jesse Nasianceno, Terry Mackerly, 

Kathy Pritchard, Mike Bonadeo, Greg Gollhofer, 

Doris Merklin, John Rolando, Maria Jo Arena, Dean 

Schumm, Colin Carpino, Tom Massar, Joe Boma, 

Anthony Lutz, Joice Ciancone, June Sheetz, 

Marcantonio, Elli Robinson, and their families. 
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If you know someone who is interested in becoming a 
member of the Knights of Columbus, have them complete 
a Form 100 or contact our Membership Director, Jonathan 
Knaus (561) 603-8303. 

Membership in the Knights of Columbus is open to males 
18 years of age or older who are practical (that is, 
practicing) Catholics. 

What is a practical Catholic? 

A practical Catholic accepts the teaching authority of the 
Catholic Church on matters of faith and morals, aspires to 
live in accord with the precepts of the Catholic Church, and 
is in good standing in the Catholic Church.  

The Shield - K of C Council 6241 Newsletter 

Editor: Frank Polis 
Phone: (207) 807-2514  
Email:   4puttt@gmail.com 

Every effort is made to ensure the content and 
information in this newsletter is accurate and 
informative. Comments welcomed. 

Have something to share or would like to advertise? 
Submit it in The Shield via email to  
4puttt@gmail.com 

New Members 

Who would like to win some money? 
Come to our monthly council meetings for your chance to win the attendance 

award. Must be present to win! 
 

Drawing for December 

Brother Jerry Seagriff name was drawn for 
the attendance award worth $78.00 

He was not present.  
NO winner 

 
                   
 

mailto:4puttt@gmail.com
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3rd Degree Officers 
Chaplain Rev. Martin Dunne III  (772) 287-2727  mdunne@holyredeemercc.org 
Grand Knight Vincent Burdo (Rita) (561) 685-2930 vinnyburdo@gmail.com 
Deputy GK Kevin Madden (Marie)  (412) 719-7586 kbckmad@yahoo.com 
Chancellor Larry Bonadeo (Denise) (772) 341-4108 larry@deelarryus.com 

Warden Don Sheetz (June)  (203) 252-0275 djsheetz@att.net 
Advocate Dr. Rafael F. Fanjul Jr. (681) 209-3739 Rafaelfanjul005@gmail.com 
Financial Sec. Mark Valerio  (203) 233-7697 mavalerio@comcast.net   
Treasurer Ed Ciancone (Joyce) (772) 214-7440 Edmond.ciancone@icloud.com 
Lecturer Don Sheetz (June)  (203) 252-0275 djsheetz@att.net 
Recorder Arthur A. Gardineer (845) 596-0553 agardineer@gmail.com 
Inside Guard Anthony Lutz (Lisa) (561) 662-6200 Tony693@comcast.com 
Outside Guard Pasquale Volpe (Susan) (561) 723-5279 Davidsloan105@icloud.com 
1-year Trustee Frank Polis (Juli) (207) 807-2514 4puttt@gmal.com 
2 Year Trustee Joe Hessling (Diane) (772) 486-0533 Jhessling32@gmail.com 
3 Year Trustee Jim Pritchard (Kathy) (772) 267-4611 pritjamesjim@comcast.net 
  

4th Degree Officers 

F. Friar Rev. John Kasparek (772) 486-6614 

F. Navigator Michael Skinner (772) 341-9693 

F. Comptroller Andrew E. DeLong (772) 341-2252 

F. Captain Kurt G. Jansen (561) 772-8668 

F. Admiral  Eric Wolf (Linda) (772) 932-7969 

F. Scribe Robert Hildreth (Geri) (219) 929-6122 

F. Purser David Merklin (772) 262-9157 

F. Pilot Steve Zippi (Patty) (610) 633-3187 

Inn Sentinel David Merklin (Doris) (772) 262-9157 
Outer Sentinel Joseph E. Beck (772) 286-8244 
Color Corps Cdr Andrew Salisbury (Mona) (772)463-7733 
3rd Year Trustee Mark Cestaro (Louise) (772) 210-6148 
2nd Year Trustee Frank Polis (Juli) (207) 807-2514 
1st Year Trustee 
CC Commander 

Andrew Salisbury (Mona) 
Andrew Salisbury (Mona)   

(772 )463-7733 
(772) 463-7733 
 

Service Programs    
Program Director Kevin Madden (412) 719-7596 
Faith Director Don Sheetz (203) 252-0275  
Vocation Chairman Ed Ciancone (772) 214-7440 
Community Director Larry Bonadeo (772) 341-4108 
Life Director Anthony Lutz (561) 662-8200  
Health Services Dr. Rafael Fanjul (772) 209-3739 
Public Relations Vinny Burdo (561) 685-2930 
Family Director Ed Ciancone (772) 214-7440 
Membership Director Jonathan Knaus (561) 603-8303 
Recruitment Comm. 1 David Chapman (313) 300-4768 
Recruitment Comm 2 Joe Hessing (772) 486-0533 
Recruitment Comm 3 James Pritchard (772) 267-4611 
Retention Chairman Kevin Madden (412) 719-7596 
Insurance Promotion Jonathan Knaus (561) 603-8303 
Bingo Chairman Joe Hessling 772) 486-0533 

 
Parish Round Table 
St Joseph Edmond Ciancone (772) 214-7440 

St Andrew  Don Sheetz (June)  (203) 252-0275 

Holy Redeemer Kevin Madden (412) 719-7586 

 
Columbian Club      columbianclubmc@gmail.com  
 
President Walter Adley (772) 221-3794 
Vice President Greg Halamka (772) 214-5683 
Secretary Paul Martin (561) 906-7321 
Treasurer Frank Polis (Juli)   (207) 807-2514 
Director James Reed (772) 209-0481 
Director OPEN POSITION  
Director OPEN POSITION  
Director OPEN POSITION  
Club Manager OPEN POSITION  
   

 

Important Contacts   
District Deputy Eric Wolf (Linda) (772) 932-7969 

District Warden Jesse Nasianceno (772) 214-5300 

Field Agent Jonathan Knaus 
(Hiroko) 

(516) 603-8303 

Officers, Directors, and Other Contact Information 

Knights of Columbus Martin Council 6241 Holy Redeemer CC 1454 SW Mapp Rd. Palm City FL, 34990  
Website: www.kofc6241.org 

 

mailto:mdunne@holyredeemercc.org
mailto:larry@deelarryus.com
mailto:pritjamesjim@comcast.net
mailto:columbianclubmc@gmail.com
http://www.kofc6241.org/
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Bingo Program Director 
Joe Hessling (772) 486-0533 

Bingo encourages Unity and Fraternalism while working to raise 
money for Charity – Join in the camaraderie of brotherhood. 

Team A Team B  Team C Team D

Captain Don Sheetz 203-252-0275 Jim Pritchard 772-267-4611 Ed Giancone 772-214-7440 VACANT

Caller Mark Cestaro 772-210-6148 Larry Bonedeo 772-341-4108 Joe Hessling 772-486-0533 Walter Adley 508-254-9500

Cashier Don Sheetz 203-252-0275 Jim Pritchard 772-267-4611 Ed Giancone 772-214-7440 VACANT

Grill Vinnie Burdo 561-685-2930 Kevin Madden 412-719-7586 Lou D'Ambosio 772-530-2782 VACANT

Card Sales(12-2) Ed Giancone 772-214-7440 VACANT Don Sheetz 203-252-0275 Jim Pritchard 772-267-4611

Card Sales(12-2) Jack Schmidt 802-356-0361 Pat Volpe 561-723-5279 Jack Schmidt 802-356-0361 Pat Volpe 561-723-5279

Card Sales(12-2) VACANT VACANT VACANT VACANT

Floor Early (12-2) Mark Cestaro 772-210-6148 John Praksac 772-286-0237 Joe Hessling 772-486-0533 Walter Adley 508-254-9500

Floor Early (12-2) Joe Hessling 772-486-0533 Walter Adley 508-254-9500 Don Sheetz 203-252-0275 John Praksac 772-286-0237

Floor Late (2-5) Joe Hessling 772-486-0533 Walter Adley 508-254-9500 Don Sheetz 203-252-0275 John Praksac 772-286-0237

Floor Late (2-5) Arti Birke 347-325-1310 John Praksac 772-286-0237 Mark Cestaro 772-210-6148 VACANT

Floor Late (2-5) VACANT Arthur Gardineer 845-596-0553 VACANT Arthur Gardineer 845-596-0553

John Kelly - seasonal

Food Sales Louise Cestaro 914-649-0060 Kim Coffey 786-390-3240

Food Sales Mary Karol 772-485-7184
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Upcoming Events 

S M T W T F S
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

31 1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11

14 15 16 17 18

21 22 23 24 25

28 29 30 31 1

12

19
4th Degree

Food 6pm

Meeting 7pm

Team A

Doors Open Noon

26

Games Begain 2pm

Protection of Unborn Children

Team D

Doors Open Noon Day of prayer for the legal

Holy Redeemer

Games Begain 2pm

Exemplification

Team C

Games Begain 2pm

Doors Open Noon

Martin Luther King Jr.

Officers Meeting 6pm

Epiphany of the Lord

January 2024
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday

December '23

Thursday
5

Doors Open Noon

Games Begain 2pm

Council Meeting 7pm

2
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S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

28 29 30 31 1

4 5 6 7 8

11 Super Bowl 12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 22

25 26 27 28 29

February 2024
January '24 March '24

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Tootsie Roll Drive

Presentation of the Lord HR & St. Joe

2 3

Gtound Hog Day

9 10
Tootsie Roll Drive

HR & St. Joe

16 17
Council Meeting 7pm Ash Wednesday 4th Degree

Team B

Officers Meeting 6pm Food 6pm

Games Begain 2pm Mardi Gras 

Doors Open Noon Fat Tueseday St. Valentine's Day Meeting 7pm

23 24

Team C

Games Begain 2pm

Doors Open Noon

1 2

Team D

Games Begain 2pm

Doors Open Noon

Team A


